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National Rifle Association,  
Bisley Camp,  
Brookwood,  

Surrey   
GU24 0PB 

 
Tel: 01483 797777  

Fax: 01483 797285

It is a great pleasure to wish the Great Britain Match Rifle team under the captaincy of Loulou 
Brister the best of luck in their shooting in Australia and particularly for the Woomera Trophy. 
 
Long range shooting has always been the ultimate test of marksmanship worldwide and from the 
1850s in Jacobabad (now in Pakistan) there had been shooting at 2000 yards. The preferred calibre 
in the 1860s and 1870s was 0.45 inches compared to 0.577 inches of the Government pattern rifle 
and this was often referred to as a smallbore rifle. The term Match Rifle was not used until 1897 
when the calibre was restricted further to a maximum of .315 inches. 
 
In the UK experimental long range shooting was carried out from the 1850s on various ranges often 
privately owned at Hythe, Montrose, Gravesend, Wistow, Cannonffrome, Barry, Pendine and Islay 
at distances from 1300 yards up to one and a half miles. It is remarkable how well one can shoot at 
distances up to 2000 yards with modern rifles whereas in the 1860s it was a feat to hit the target at 
2000 yards. 
 
The first international match was between Ireland and America in 1873 shot at Elcho match 
distances (then 800, 900 and 1000 yards) and this led to the Centennial Match in America in 1876 
(better known these days as the Palma match) at Elcho match distances which was shot by the Irish 
and Scottish teams using their smallbore rifles. 
 
When the Olympic Games came to Great Britain in 1908, the English, Irish and Scottish match rifle 
clubs were invited to nominate their 4 best shooters to take part in a trial for the 1000 yards event. 
The Gold Medal in the Olympics was won by an Irishman Col JK Millner. Match rifle shooting has 
regretfully not featured in subsequent Olympic Games. 
 
The Australians held a long range event at Woomera in 1993 at distances up to 1200 yards. This 
gave rise to the first match for the Woomera Trophy in 1997 in Tasmania between Australia and 
Great Britain - a match that has alternated between the two countries and is a welcome addition to 
the shooting calendar. 
 
2010 sees the fifth match in the series and will no doubt give rise to some excellent wind coaching 
and shooting. But most important are the friendships that are developed between the members of 
the teams.  
 
Good Luck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robin Pizer 
NRA Chairman  



National Rifle Association of Australia Limited 
ABN 91 373 541 259 
PO Box 414, Carina, QLD, 4152 
Tel: 07 3398 1228; Fax: 07 3398 3515 
Email: nraa@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 
 
The National Rifle Association of Australia is delighted to welcome the 
Great Britain Match Rifle Team to our shores to contest the Woomera 
Match at Belmont Range in Brisbane in April of this year. 
 
Once again the competitive spirit and friendship associated with both 
of our countries in our chosen sport can only add to the camaraderie 
and sportsmanship that exists between us that dates back for well 
over a century. 
 
The discipline of Match Rifle, while comparatively young in Australia, 
the first individual matches being conducted at Woomera in South 
Australia in 1992 and then the following year the first Match Rifle 
Championships at the same venue, has a long and traditional history 
in the UK. In 2012 Great Britain celebrates the Sesquicentenary of 
the Elcho Shield, first competed for in 1862, a remarkable and proud 
achievement at which Australia has committed to attend. 
 
It is therefore fitting that this match between Great Britain and 
Australia, the “Woomera” is named after the birthplace of Australian 
Match Rifle Shooting. 
 
Without doubt the competition between both of our countries has 
been a great boost to the quality of the sport in Australia. Together 
with the improvement in equipment, loading techniques and 
competitive skills, we have shared this knowledge with a common 
goal in mind. 
 
We extend to you our hand in friendship during your stay and 
beyond, but at the same time challenge you to a fierce competition 
between us and “May the best Team win” attitude excel for all the 
matches during the Championships. 
 
 
 
John Fitzgerald 
Chairman 
NRAA 
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If you don’t like your picture taken, buy a di�erent scope.

When you shoot a Nightforce, you can expect to be posing for a lot of photos. Like the 
gentlemen above, when you win a premier 1000-yard competition, maybe even set a new 
record along the way, you’ll be a popular subject. Not that you’ll be alone. Because since 1992,  
Nightforce shooters own more long-range benchrest records—including multiple world 
records—than any other scope company can claim.  Every scope we build is designed from 
the ground up to exceed, not just meet, the capabilities of the world’s �nest ri�es and most 
skilled shooters. And don’t worry about your photos.  
We include plenty of smiles with every Nightforce  
at no extra charge.

Nightforce Optics • 1040 Hazen Lane
Oro�no, ID 83544 • 208.476.9814
nightforceoptics.com

NSX 12-42x56
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Pass it on.
Our clients do. 98% of people we advised in 2009 said 
they would recommend our �nancial and taxation services.*

We achieve this level of satisfaction because we take particular care 
to build trusting relationships with our clients.

Siddalls specialise in providing �nancial advice for expatriates moving to (or living in) France and 
Australia and can help you tailor your �nances to ensure that they remain suitable for your life abroad.

If you’d like to enjoy a service that’s so good you’ll want to pass it on, call us.

Tel: +44 (0)1329 239111 
Email: enquiries@siddalls.net 
www.siddalls.net

*Source: Results from the Siddalls France New Client Questionnaires throughout 2009.

Financial Solutions for your life abroad
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Siddalls is a trading name of John Siddall Financial Services Ltd, Independent Financial Advisers.  
John Siddall Financial Services is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the IFG Group Plc.
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John Siddall Financial Services is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the IFG Group Plc.
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Siddalls is a trading name of John Siddall Financial Services Ltd

Financial Solutions for your life abroad

*Source: Results from the Siddalls France New Client Questionnaires throughout 2009.

www.siddalls.net
Email: enquiries@siddalls.net 
Tel: +44 (0)1329 239111 
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Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Saunderson House provides personal financial and investment advice to top

City lawyers and accountants, entrepreneurs, industrialists, family estates

and charities.  The firm’s emphasis is on meeting our clients’ needs for open

and trustworthy dealings without the normal conflicts of interest inherent

within many IFAs or Private Banks.  We operate on an hourly-rate fee basis

only, avoiding the pitfalls of commission-based arrangements.

For a confidential and complimentary meeting, do please call

Nick Fletcher, Chief Executive, on 020 7315 6504.

www.saunderson-house.co.uk

Saunderson House would like to wish Simon Whitby

and the Great Britain Match Rifle Team all the best

on their forthcoming tour of Australia.

CONFLICT-FREE

FINANCIAL
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Cliffff ord Chance is the International Law Firm of the YeYY ar (PLC Which Lawyer?
awards 2009 and IFLR European Awards 2009). We combine the highest global
standards with local expertise. Leading lawyers from diffff erent backgrounds and
nationalities come together as one firm, offff ering unrivalled depth of legal resources
across the key markets of the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Middle East.

Should you wish to see how we can help you, please email your main contact at
firstname.lastname@cliffff ordchance.com or jonathan.beastall@cliffordchance.com.

In our different ways, the Great Britain Match
Rifle Team and Clifford Chance share the aim
of hitting the centre of the target.

We are delighted to have the opportunity to
wish the team every success as it embarks
on its Australian tour.
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focused
on success
The Rutland Group wishes Team GB

every success in Australia

The Rutland Group Ltd
Dunsfold Park, Cranleigh
Surrey GU6 8TB, UK
T: +44 (0)1483 200 900
www.rutland.co.uk
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Sierra MatchKing bullets are used
by more shooting champions at 
more long-range matches than
any other rifle bullet in the world.
In fact, 48 out of 58 NRA Hi-Power Rifle
Champions used MatchKing bullets in 2009 
to win at Camp Perry.

MatchKing’s hollow point Boat Tail
design provides that extra margin 
of ballistic performance match shooters 
need at long range, under adverse conditions.

Put MatchKing to work for you, but be warned. 
g gWinning has interesting side effects.

Contact your dealer for the complete line
of Sierra bullets or visit www.sierrabullets.com

Want to win? 

1400 West Henry Street
Sedalia, MO 65301

Tech support: 1-800-223-8799
Other calls: 1-888-223-3006


